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• 9 



AT 



O X F O R 




Between 



A T u T o R and a Gentle ma n. 

Formerly his PUPIL. 

Tt(tor. '\ yf[ Y Dear PupiI,you are welcome to Ojfor^, I am 

glad to fee you remember your old Friends, 



M 



and hope you haVe not forgot thpfe excellent 

, Praiciples you Icarnjt from, your careful Mo- 
ther the Univerfiry. ■ ; 

, Pupil Sir, I can never forget my Friends, nor would willing- 
ly a^ contrary tofu h Pr nciples as would be for their ServiS 
and th>' g ner;*! good oFM.nkind. * . 

Tk. HunrJ thatVwell faid, if it be welUntended , Ivn- T A^ ' 
not know what to make of that expreflii 
good of Mankind founds a little odly- 




houfes and Clubs in London^ have taught you to {ip^k/s^no- 
th&t -feffr-eg Langmg e *iM» yo* 4:4 h»e m the Unttvcr- - 
fity. . . 

^n, I muft confefs, when I left Oxford^ I prefdbtly loft 
the Art of difpu ting about words, but rieafliire you Sir,l really 
intend what I fpeak. 

Tu. Prc|h(9e tlen ipealf ^itiiKEng^, ^d tq|l n;yrtl|at you 
are for dh^ K^g,^^ afd t|e,vCh|rch, an| ^et yo«r Jfankind 
alone. ^ -^ " " ^'■\ ^ ' ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ' 

y«. Sir, I am very much'fbr^he King and the Chnrch, 
and a little aUb for the Reft of the People ; for if I fliould 
di[^ ^ them mft tfthe h;^^, the Prince might-call me to Ac* 
count for his Subjeds, acd you for your hearers, \ 

lEk ^ You kflo w - my meaning well «aough ; Are you'fof 
the Prerogative and Government in Church and State ? As 
for the People, it's their bufinefs taobey their Superiors, to 
pay their Tythes, and their Taxes ; and, if occafion be, to" 
Fisht for the Glory and Honour pf their Erince^and the Cbirch 

Pu. And is this all that comes, to their ihare ? Indeed a 
very confcionable -Reckoning ; but I have no mind to difturb 
you at prefent, and therefore fhall onely tell you, that I am 
heartily, for jthe Prerogative and- Qovcrameat as by Law 
EftabKflit^ ^ ^^ 

«7i(. A^ by Law Eftablifht j whyj^ there's a Dry Bob again ,• 
What; ifthere wasijoLawV ^ 

^Pif. Then thcK Wou'd be ho Tran/grefficrx. 

Tu, , I faVt SuTOofe there were no common or Statute Laws , ^ 
(as you cijiil^/tttemf yc^ Government ought tp be fubmitted to as • ^ 
its the Ordkrant^ of God, and of Divine Ri^ht, and coafequently . ■ 

Ot^ena^ta o|jr Qov^rnours k due from uf, orj pain, pfi Dam* ' 

"^^i^, vJ^hpnfc mphefp of an A<a of Parliament. ^i L^\^^ 




for 



(J) 

ft|r wi4M»>t ift thm fooW be «o fuA 4)uigs» w humane Speic- 
tie^ ia rhe WofW> which rn^kcs St. T4Hlia the i^/^.tp th? i?fe^; 
iwwi aifo?w as mu^hpf al) Powers, ocwe eiQcg^Kx^^ts^n 
as tq the; Jcifl^ or Ai^4.^^t\t fpecies of Gwcrimci^^^^^fi^iq 
mighty has left no (landing Ordinance, whereby to prefer ^^^[ 
commaod om kifv\ aj^ove another^ and its ab^4 to tfain|r(ie 
fhoiild^ QXQ^pt ,we 4q lipagtpe that there ought tp be exf dliy ,tt}Sn 
fanni^ ffftwie of Governnjqnt thr^^^ the whole World, not' 
wi^hA^pdiag t.b§ variety ^ppL 4i^ereprce, of Qimates, of Inter- 
ei^f jiq4 locltfiatioQ^ oCP^ple fn particub^: Nations, ^ that 
aiji, who difiej from ys in their Policies, (as ^11 doiporcprlefs} 
doth^etn violate God's Qirdiaance, which is equally ridicu- 
lous gnd uncharitablje., Therffcwe the p^rtic^ilar kinds of Go- 
ve rrX8iertf,H»jft h^v^ apftfhci! apd l9>^'ff Fouoraintp flow 
frpoij whichi can hfi np; of her than h^naane. In fliort, the 
higher Power or MagUlr»cy . if; felf^ is God « Ordinance, that 
it RefKjesi in one or. nipre, w this or that Family, in fuch or 
fucji 3, way^ is pur^y fmia h«njane defignment ; which Icon- 
cqm tQ be St. F^te/^^ weiniPg* when he calls Magiftracy 
a'vS'e^'Tnr)) Kt/j7$, humane Creature : St- Paul calls it God s 
QrdioaBue^Wgufetl^e Power is frpm God : St Ftur calls 
it humane,, becajfe therfpecifiiratipa of it to this or that Form, 
is from the Societies of Mankind. And by this time Good 
Tirtor^ \ fuppofe } ou perceive, riiat were it not for the parti- 
cuilajp l^yni aod CMftonaj of Bt^ghnd^ your Jus l^ivinum 
woijJd go ne^r to. leave . otyr beft Friends in t^e lurch; for 
tho gh we ihguld all agree , there ought to be a Govern* 
ment , ytx its two to one we (liquid not agree , whom , in 
what, affdhowfv to Obey. If you have ^ny thing to objcd, 
pray let me hear it j for i would neither lead, nor be led into 
the l^aft Error in things of fp high Concernment. 

. Thi My dear ^i^//, we arc npAv under the Rofe, and you 
fiiall be my Copfe{^^ what you fay , fcems highly rational, 
bujE tj9 teH ypu:(kf tVffk^ "^t fMom trouble our heads 

with 



(4) 

. witH things of this nature » forefeeing that an unlimited and 
i^^d Jus^ ^' «^ > is much more for pur eafe and conve- 
ii^ct^ " would but go down wm the People, we 

{>ftfini!^t^/^.. 'from' it all the effefts of whatfoevec Po- 

^•Fir Tothehonefty of fuch dealing I fliall fay nothings 
a^^c^n I deny, but fuch a civil Sujperftition , would for 
fome time at leaft , mightily advance that Order of men that; 
inanag'd it, and qualifie them for the fame Grandeur and Power 
pndcr all changes of Government ; but ce4:ainly it leaves tllc" 
refl of the Community, both Magiftrates and Pfcople , in a 
moft precarious and miferable Condition; for though ^agi- 
ftracy be God's Ordinance, yet if you lay afide the particular 
Laws- of the Country which determine it , the Exercife of it 
is no more confined to one 'man or Family than another , and 
wlioevcr happens to get the Power , by your Rule would have 
the Right, and fo you make oo difference between an Ufurp- 
cr and a lawful Prince , and equally oblige the People in Obe- 
dience to the one as to the other, ^IwOdrine odious to all ^ood 
Subjefts. 

Tu. Tray Sir is there no fuch thing as a. Right of Conqueft, 
and are no teople bound in Confcicnce to obey him that has 
that Title? 

7 V\ I will not put you out of Countenance , by applying 
yburQueftion to a cife that happened within our own memory, 
bl)t ilull rather defireyou toconfider how its poflible for force 
alone, to create a better Title over pablick Societies , than • 
it wo Ad do in the cafe of each private man? Suppofe then 
a Stronger mxn meet's me , and violently' throws me upon 
the g ound, is [t not lawful forme to rife again without asking 
hin leave? ay and to trip up his heels too, whenever I fee 
nw opportunity. Apply this to publick matters , and rhen^ 
tell 'v^e, whether your mighty Conqueror be not in a hope- ' 
ful condition, when Millions of men fliall be at perfeft Liber* 

•^ '. ... ■ :* , ty 
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ty to ihake pff his Yoak , whenever they can take him at iM 
advantage. And fp long as nothiog but bare fprc^. obJiges mea 
to a fubnii/rion ^ (o long will a Right of diicharging thernfelves 
of that force continue in the People to the end ot the Chap^ 
ter. But where the People are not boupd by contraft to ^ny 
jptherLawHd Prince, its then in their choice, whether ?hey 
will come into a ]ti()ral .Condition of Subjection .to the Con- 
queror or no : If they will not , they dye or remain a Free 
People as^tp any ^oral, ObPgatiQn. But if on the one fide 
the People be unwilling my. longer to fu(!er the miferies they 
are under, or have tio Ability to make refiftance, and the Con* 
( queror on the dther fide, an^^ his forceable Dominion over 
them infecure and uneafie, IJ^y^lf upon fuch Confiderations as 
thefe, they fllut;ually agree; upon a C^tra£^ and Com[^^ , 
of Rule and Subjeftion upaft^j^c^ and fuch terms, the Conque- 
ror now has loft that name, and his Goveiament thcnceforr 
ward muft be fuch, is thi&^|||miental Contrad makes it to be, 
jind die Rightful I>)n[unionj9P PHnce, aikl Duty; of Subjedi- 
on in the People, will be fo ftdted and limited, as was concludr 
. ed upon in the Original Agreement. And ! am ^perfuaded 
it will appear an uncontroflable Truth in Policy, that the 
Cbnftftr of a People , either by themfelves, or their Ancc-. 
^ ftors, is the only means (without fpecial Revelation) where- 
by Magiftracy is conferred on any Perfoii or Family ; neither 
can God's Ordinance be conveyed, and People engag^ in 
Conitience any other way. 

Tm. I confeis , L now begin to think that the CommUni-. 
tics di^ Mankind ^ have more, to do in thefe matters than 
I w^ aware of; audit's more than probable that all Gq- 
verf^uoit wWeveris very mtich for their fekes. / 

P§ JTo me it fecms plain, /That' the Cbmmon Good ctf' 
'flic Societies^ is che'llrft andlaft Ei^ of allGoveror 
for ffni/a potefias datMr aJ ma/um; £o in cSkSt faies 
^2^ in the 13th. to the Rojfms ( fpeaking of Ru)fr^ ) 




Sii &i W £yauSiv , Hi! h fife Mimfier^f ^<hd U tkee fot gofi,^ 
llUtd ^Ahs ?9f*ll^ fSc. has «fVen b«eo ftowrtd iipoo, btit fie- 
it«f iHhfAVi]^. Attd whoever %U A^rm, thlt the Abfoltitd 
MoMr'sihfes Ib J^j^rf, the many ^crtitftd oildy ia 'Eitr4f6^ 'togfr- 
ljl«r \j(^kh ii^dtitude^ df Ariud^eicis «A<(- Ccunrhoii-wearths 
H&w tJttant in the world, Were fcdnftituied- by <Siod Mmi^i 
ly, jiorely out of a partial' fl^rd to tfiidfc Pcrfofts and %-, 
ftiilies ^( ihcdhfiderabte in tW number t(j the Rett of l^- 
kiftd) toWfiota rfie.Admihwfatioft^f' riidfe Powers is q^* 
RHtted, 1 beJicvfe he will ikld'Tewotfais ittitid, and notrtia- 
^y that dfih delwife thetafelv^ to fo ifteia a Flattery as -to 
fe*^vfl fo feflfleft a^fiti©n. ' 

Th. You have fatiiffed rne> that <)nly Gcwerinnment gene- 
Jial is ofDivine Right/>nd tbatthe'^rticiidar Forfltisand <l,imi- 
tack>!ls-6f it are from hutikiie Cbn$|^i<9;, {«^ ntfw M<ifm nte 
bowysti'fi^fpofe our Gov^ritntiit Iter* in £We/«r>r«/ 'fitft Ije- 
gm/ and partieukrly what %!# tMnik t<o be the Fonh imd 
snibnce of it , 'wliereby it 'oflRb f(om that leHf 'ether Natfe- 
.<kis. ' ■ ' • ,■ ' ■ <-••■■ 

' /^i. .Now yoit put.ithard tipoh ifieTi/iw , and'Itfere nojt 
^nd(^(ake CO give j^U full SitisHidkm in io thoughtful a inar- 
ter , but you ihall have -rridre than nty Guefe. And ho^M 
canncJt choofebuc oMi'ii the -Gobdnti^ of Alnjigbty God , in 
theArchiteftureof our GeJvenmjcnt, ^*4lereof I do dedare my 
felf 4b.grelt-an admiror » iliat 'M^ate^rer tndrethan hmritne 
. Wifdom had the pontfivance of it , . whedierdctae at once ^ or 
i)y d^rces feiind out-and perfeflfeii i'Hconoeive it uiiparillterd 
fdrcjo^nefe oJF true T*o!icy ," ihchc Whde wbrldj Such icare 




-ftenc of eaifh kher* ,thk£-! #ftHtict %dw- eur;«$re-Qfifc^ij 
•tho'e'efteinied ifudc arid uii^llftrtinifes /•'coiiJi'-dver nlBh'tb 
fu^li-tn accittateConipdfiiffc * - • '' •♦•.* -^ • ' 



y 



\ 



(7) 

Tirfi then, Suppdfe a Peoplecompelled to it by Qie necet 
^fity of Conqueft, or agreeing to it by free confent, Noblcis 
aha Commons letting over themfelves, by publick compaft, 
one chief Magiftrate, and refigningup themfeives ta bim and 
his Heirs, to be governed by fuchand fuch fundamemal Laws, 
whereby the chief Magiftrates power is xadically limited to 
one legal courfe t)f exercf fe. 

Secondly^ Becauie th all Governments after-eaufes will arife^ 
not within the profpe^l of humane fpre- fight, requiring ad- 
ditional Laws, pro re tjaP^*^ and alfo beCauie the original * 
frame it felf may in fome caies ftand in need of an Authen- 
tick Interpretation, or would of courfe ^nd by degrees mouK 
der away and decay, if not carefully repaired and look't af- 
ter v iuppofe them therefore covenanting with their Prince, 
that (if there be bccafion in order to any of the aforefaid 
purpofes) there (hould be conventions of all degrees of men 
amongft them, to provide fuitable remedies and expedients 
for all the feveral exigehcies and difeafes of the States aiid if 
at any time there (hould beneed of new Laws, that the Prince 
hioifelf fliould not have the fole power of making them, but 
they kferve at firft for afterwards it's granted them, which 
IS ill one) an hand of concurrence therein, and that they wiH 
be bound by no Laws but what they joyn with him in the 
making of. 

Thirdly, Becaufe, ^though the Nobles may perfonaliy con- 
vene, yet the Commons, being fomany, cannot allof them 
come together 5 it's therefore Agreed, that each County and 
Corporation ihall have power to depute fome particular per- 
fons to be inftead of the whole, that fo the Nobles being pre- 
fent in perfon,thfe Commas by thei^DepUties, there may be 
f^frefeBtatively the whole' bo4y of the Kingdom, having 
Coinmiffion by the original conftitutiofl to make neW^Lawsj^ 
or td ga^rd and repair the old ones. >, 
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B Fourthly 



: Bmnhlyy Becwfe thecaufesi c^ theirmeeting wauU norbc 
epnftant and perpetual, they therefore di4 not forai thefe £• 
ftajtes to be conftantly cxiftenr, but occafionally, yet intenti- 
onally, and' viTtually provided £pr their meeting whenever- 
t^rq ftiqwkl beoccafiow. 

; i^^ijf^/^ B^crs^fe a Mij>n*ij<rhy waa ifJten4e4 therefore a^ 
great power (as was confiftent with ath^r parts of the Go«^ 
vernnj?nt) was invefted in the Prince, in order to his better 
^ifchargirig tile executive part cS the Law^ aikl ^onculding^ 
tfeat he who w^ to gpyerp by Law, and for the fqrthfranqe 
of whoie GoY^rnrpent for the ipod of t^? people, the new? 
hsm^ were to be nsade^ woulcj thereby be engaged tp fep the 
epnvention of thtfe Eftates take place , as of right it ought 
to. do wh«nevenhereisoceafion5 they therefore aptly pli^ct 
tfcc fibrillar part of namin^tiog the time of Cqqvention in. 
the exfqqtive Pow^r, to be made ufe of as the realpp of its^ 
lodged tbece fhould reqqisct ^. 

/J^4c/A/)^,kbeifg found by experience iq proce^ of time^ 
thfliib P^-kjcei not caring to hAve the m^adcoiiiiAFatiaa of 
their Minjfftera look*t into, w tp have any power in aft b«t 
their pwfl, did therefore t^ke advantage, of %hh t\mti nomi^ 
qatioo of time when the Eftatep^ (^^ meet^ a^dm»dcufe 
af it feldoiner than need required ( an inecwivenieice^ \^?b|ch 
had it not been provided for, would bave beaten down the 
C^ernment: at c«ce, and utterly ck^e't the whole frame of 
tjae Conftitutioq) r to prevent which, th«t IW/Y principle of 
hauing frequfftr Pwrteqaf»t% W4ii^Iltr/&raHy explai«*d by fob?- 
i^uenc Statutes nsad*? in the tings of Ed0Mrdt\\^ 3fi* ^ aI^ 
<»ftain'd to tije having: AanwaJ oawk 

Av^n^mSvlvfhw fm h»veiawde:all thef^ fupppfitiinis 
m yim miod, I aaj coftfident; you havei «ty much of theipo« 
4el aad plstform of f>ur Goveriwjeii^ / 

Tu. If this he our Coojftitutioii^^ I amm wfio^rat ^ur 

being (b mu(;h in love with it; for certainly it provides for 

all 
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a!l iMter^fts tvith the greateft Juftice and Equity in t^he worldj 
and tb flie it feems evident, that though the convocating the 
E(bt*s, and bringing them into exiften<^, has fuch a fartftd 
depettdaiice on the Kings Writ, as you have declared 5 y^t 
«ti(ling, and when convocated, they work by an innate Au*- 
thority, and by the priviledges of their original Inftitution^ 
tbfeir Afts then being not Commiflionated like thofeof other 
Courts, but proceeding in conjunftion with the Kitfgs^- 
which makes me the better uuderftand that ufual claufe in 
but A&s of Parliament which tells us, that (iich and fuch a 
thing is eiiafted. Sec. not only by and with the advice of the 
tordS Spitilual and Temporal, and the Gdimnoro in Parlia* 
ihent AUembled, but alio by the Authority of the &ne— 
But you*l fay, I ought not to comment upon a Test I have 
learnt fo lately— therefore pray proceed, for I cannot doubt 
but you have yet more to fey upon thisSubjeft. ^ 

Ph. What would you ha*e more > does not this Scheme of 
bur Government give you fen fatisfaftion ? 

Th. By no means. Sir I except it indhKles Something that k 
not literally expreft 5 for though bur Ance(k>rs have taken 
t^tty that there iSiaft be frequent meetings of the Efliates, yet 
if they hatiB fW>t provided for the continuance of their Seifi- 
bns when ftiet, that (o their coming toother may poffibly ao- 
ftfrcr Its emd^ wbat does all the reft Hgnilie? and therefore 
piay tell me your opinion in that point. 

Pm. Nay, hold a blow there, good Tistorl I had ifitiier 
you had ask't meaJl the hard ^ueftions in Euctkl^ not fo much 
for any diflfcolty iti the folution, as becaufe k% an illtiaie<if 
the year to difcourfe of fuch m&tters 5 therefore Ithiak we 

hadbeft ftop hpre And yet 1 find I *aa little like Sir 

Mart^^nowwj hand is in, I cafl?t fori^ew fertHw% wish the 
fkrings,^ thbdgh I dbrft cait to ptey o« 5 wbenrfdre I will set 
ptomtfe yoa an^ Andiiet i bat when I hMi Md what I tUA 
cooveiuent, if yon pleafe^ you tnay g^e yonr felf en&<i^~- 

B 3 there 



?herc are wife arid learned men (and who upon a good oc<:a* 

fion may be fppke with } that do conceive 
Sec the Sta- there is a Statute made mi the time of Richard 
^th^^^^^^ the Second, and now in being, though not ia 
GlattfeRolt Print, which provides^ that no Parliament (hall 

be dirmift till all the Petitions are anfwered, 
which I think comes home to the pointy Bills in thofe days, 
-•many times appearing in the form of Petitions: as not long 
fihce we.had an excellent Law made, called the Petition of 
Right, fubfequent to this Statute : and partigularly in the 
Keignsof Hew/ the 4/*, Hepirji tlie 5^^, and He^rjf the 6tbj 
it was ufual for Pi*ocIamatioBs to be made in Wefiminjier-HaU 
belbre the end of every Seffions^ that all thoie that had any 
matter to prefept to the Parliament, (bould bring, it in by Cudi 
a day v for otherwife the Parliament at thaiday would deter* 
mine. And all-this: being bare matter of faft, there can be 
nO;Qfher Queftton about it^ . but- whether it be fo or no. 

But for difcourfe fake. Let's (uppole this Statute, and (ub? 
.fequent praftife all out of doors^ atid that there is no memo- 
rial of Record extant of any fuch matter, and then it will 
be impoffible iri this or any otheir like cafe, to make a true 
.Judgment, without having recourfetoibme fixed and ftand** 
i^- Rule, which ( in matters of Oover^jm^ent, .where pofir 
tke LawSf are filent) can be no other than the fundamental 
Architcdure^ and original fran^ of < the Couftitution, fome ^ 
•Uarti^illarjs whereof relating.tp our prdept difcourfe, Ii^uft 
.be forced tc^ c»U ovier again Ti^ponthisipcqaiiqn: you- muft 
»ind tbffn-, that our wifeApceftoft in j^Kxiellingaur Govern^ 
anient, bad not only an^ye to the Pow« and Authority of 
ihe-Manard), but alfo to the Liberties and Properties of the 
•Rwirfe.(?thi&jg9 eafily conliftiug in tfherofelves^ and mutually 
:Mtig' and .ai3iftiog> €ach-otiberJ,afld::% thf 

jnoft €!x»a:; prBdQncetCO^ld not m^e pi^!\l%;Pi;pyi$bhior 
aU.o«n»r(;&i9s^iih^. nights happen^ and^that if ume (that 
c: J -^ . great 
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g^eat Innovator^ as the Lord Bacon calls it^ would of courfe, 
and knavery, and folly (by their influence) by degrees make 
things worfe and worfe; and if wifclom andcounfel were not 
as conftantly watchful to make them better and better, the 
beft founded Government in the world muft in trad of tinre 
iSifeUibly come to ruin 5 they therefore laid it as the Bafis of 
our Policy, that there fhduld be frequent meetings of the^ 
States, tofupply all defefts,and flop up all Crannies,or violent 
Fraftions, as they (hould happen, to the prejudice of the o- 
riginal Conftitution; In the next place, confider what part the 
Monarch was to bear in the{e Conventions, not to have afoler 
power, but togoin conjunftion withthe Nobles and Commons; 
all adting by the principles and authority of the firft Inftitution r 
and what that Learned Prince,King Charles the i/?; fays of Roy- 
al Power in general, may bz well applied to it in this particular,: 
viz. the Law is the meafure of the Kings Power: and if it be 
the meafure of it, then is the Power limited by it 5 and the" 
fundamental Law laying, There (hall be Conventions of the^ 
Eftates, to encounter and provide againft publickand deftru- 

T dive mifchiefs whenever they happen ^ By neceffary confer 
quence,.a time for them.to meet, and a convenient time of fit-' 

-ting to do (bmething when they are met, are included, accord- 
ing to the known Rule in your Schools,— He that commands a 
thing to be done, does withthe fame breath command^U facb^ 
circumftances, asr without which the thing commanded cannoc 
take efFed. Atid indeed common rcafon (peaks the fame : and be-? 
caufe time ofTfneeting,' and a convenient time of ffttirig, are ne-» 
ceffary to t he very ends 2u?d beingsofParliamentSjthereforemuf! 
theExecution,orbringingthem into A(3:,be lodged fomewhere 5 
and though with the belt Decorum and convenience, it fell to 
the (hare oflhe chief Magiftrate to be intruded withthe bono-? 
tary and.formalj[)art of 5uti^moning and-pronouHdng theDif^ 
folutions of f^arliaitients, yet the Lkw(\yhich ishis ru4e as welf 
as ours)^as plainlj^ eriovigh determined how, and- when he fiiali 
doit. 
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In the laft place^ the defign and wifdom of. the firft Archi- 
tects of our Government , is very apparent^ in contriving a 
Monarchy in the Prince, mixed mthAriJiccracy in the Houfe 
of Peers, and Democracy jn the Houfe of Gomiuons, where* 
by all the advantages were fecured, and inconveniences avoi- 
ded, which are ordinarily to be found in 6mple and uncom- 
pounded States : for here is a finglie perfon endued with a 
fofficiency of Power for Difpatch, and to difcharge the exe- 
cutive part, .without danger of a long lafting Tyranny ; ma- , 
ny Councellors ( in whom the Scripture fays there's (afety ) 
Nobles and Commons, coming from all quarters of the Land^ 
as eye-^yitnefles of the feveral Exigencies of the State, and 
tied up to all imaginable fincerity by their own interel!t 5 I 
(ay^ the Prince has thefe to aflift and join with him in the 
Deliberative and Legiflative part, without danger of ambiti- 
ous Faftions, too frequent in fimple Arifiocracies :^ or dilby- 
dered confafion^, which many times happen in fimple Dcmo^ 
cracks: each of thefe Eftates by the wiClom of our Govern- 
ment moderating and reftraining from excefs the Power of 
^he other. Now therefore whatever fball deftrpy this Coali- i 
tion and Mixture, and place the whole ballance of all things 
in any otie of the Powers, can you think it warranted by the 
Policy of our Conftitution ? And whether a fingle Power 
chufing whether ever a Parliament (hall fit or no 5 or if aC 
fembled, whether it (ball continue a convenient time to do 
any thing or no , does not amount to as njuch , is highly 
w6rth your confideration, 

Tn. \ remember you told me, that Statutes have been made 
for the Annual fitting of Parliaments j fqppofe that heretofore 
thofe Laws were littcrally put into execution for feveral yearij 
fucce(fively-<**-\yrits went out at the day, the Counties and 
Corporations (thinktog to build up a Sanctuary for theit 
hopes and fears) cheerfiwly neglefbed their Seeds -timeand har- 
vcft, and with great charge and trouble made their Eledions^ 
the elefted Inembers left their Families and Eftates behind 

theta. 



i 

1 



C 13 ) 

ffietn, and made long pilgrimages in order'fo attend Mpoti thV 
publick Service 5 hut had (carce ever time to pull cfF ihtit 
ooots,before they were difmift again by a Prorogation or Dif- 
fblutionj would the true intent of thole Statutes be thus fa- 
tisficd> And did the LegiQators intend nothing more by therp^ 
than that the Lords and Commons (hould have an opportu- 

' ' nity of coming up to the Parliament-houfe purely for the 
fakje of goifig down again ? i 

Ph. Upon my word Tntct you are Bnely come on in a little 
time; me thinks you begin to (peak warmly o£ tbefe matters : 
but a little excefs of zeal is natural to a new-coftvert : or is 
k becau(e your Pupls are all gone into the Country, tvhfre-^ 
as a walk to Htddmgtoft^ox Shot-over Ai//,might have ferv*dtlb« 
turn, as things fell out afterwards. Had a Towns-man made 

• fuch remarks, I (hould have thought the cold meat ftuck ujpon 
his hands ^ and that he had b^en out of humor for the 
lo(| of his Boarders. But however the cafe be with you, good 
Tutor have a care of extreams, and by way of Antidote, let 
I I nie advife you, to refume your old temper a little, though it 
^ r be but for difcourfe^fake and let's hear how yota ufe to com- 

•w fort your felves upon fuch an occafion. 

Th. Very well SirF l*mvery glad you can befb merry 5 arid ' 
though your difcourfe has made a greater imprelQon upon me 
than you are aware of, yet for once Tie comply with your hu- 
mor, and tell you what we generally fay in vindication of the 
kteand former Diffolutions. To begin therefb;e with the laft 

j Parliament but one^ did it not open with all imaghiabte ex- 
preiEons of grace and favour from the &ing,that any good Sub- 

, jjcd could defire, either for the prefervation of Religion, his li- 
berty and property at home/>r for fopporting our Neighl^ours 
and Allies abroad > nay, did' not the King invite the Houfes to 
ufe all means for their fecurity (excepting only the matter of 
the Succeffion) and when in order ;o thefc ends, and for the 
prefervation of Tmgm z fupply wasask'c, not one penny 
would be granted 
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'PuAhiivehesLtd of fome general Aftsof Pardon^thataf firB: 
fight make a great (hew of Grace and Indempnity, but wheii a 
Trahfgreflbr comes to look over the exceptions^he is commonly 
bilkt inhis expeftations^and you would do wellto confider^ whe- 
ther the preferring the ordinary courfe of SuccelSon to the (e- 
curity of Religion, &c. be not ranch of the fame nature ; and I 
would willingly learn how it*s poflible for a zealous Papift to 
be a good Defender of the Proteftant Faith ; but I refervc my 
iHf in this point till you give rte farther occafion. As to other 
matters, pray Sir conHder, that we have long laboured under a 
damnable Popilh Plot, and that from C^/e/w4«*s Papers, and 
what witneffes have fworn, it plainly appears that the Confpi- 
rators do chiefly rely upon the Freffch Ring for the carrying it 
on to efFeft.Now Tutor/Money is a real thing,and will certainly 
do either good or hurt,expreflions may do neither 5 and by Par- 
liament-calculation (which bythe way I think moreauthentick 
than the Cabals) we can tell the time when a great (iim of money 
raifcd to fupfJly extraordinary occafions, was imployed to make 
war upon a Protefiattt State, and to advance the Intereft of this 
lame Fremh King 5 and that arii^ther round fum was given for 
making an Aftual War with France^ and yet I have notheard^ 
of many men loft in the quarrel 5 1 amfure the then Trea* 
furer D. muft needs think the Monfeur a very Cweet-natur'd 
Gentleman, that was likely to lend a vaft Treafure to his E- 
nemies Flagrante Bel/o, Therefore pray let's not run toohard 
upon the Houfeof Commons'^ now we know they cannot fpeak 
for them(elves5 for ir*s two to one but they law caufe to 
^take care of old England^ before they could come to provide 
for that hopeful Nurlery at Tangier:^ and to make ourfelves 
ftand firm at home, before they could hope to fiipport our 
Friends abroad. 

Th.\ don*t well underftand you 5 but I {ay,iriftead of giving 
the Ring money, they ply'd him with ftrange Addreffes,fome 

fay rather like Remonftrances than Anfwers to his demands,' 
which no man could think would be as currant as money,tior 

' kcly to give the King half fo much fatis&ftion. Really 
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^A KeaUy7«/9r, if by die Conftitution of our Government, 
a, Parliameat hadcnty beetr defigoed to be a Cooduk-Pipe j^r 
the Peoples purfes to run out ar, your iaft Objedion wody" be 
unanTwerable, but as the cafe ftands, they are to give the King 
Advice as well as Mon^; ay and to niake that Advice Authori- 
tative and obligttory to the People. And though it's certainly 
tjbe Duty of all good Subjedrs , to ccaifiilt the King's pleafure 
in all things that are really for his Service and the common 
good of the Nation, yet under Favour I think the hoiife of Com- 
mofls(havii^ aFundamental ihare inthe Initiative part, & Guar- 
dknflup of the Government) are bound in Confcience to make^ 
the publick good their chiefeft aim, and if for that end they 
were forc'd modeftly to remember the furreptitious gaining ofOr-; 
dcrs for the continuance of Popifli Officers , the procuring new 
ConunUTions for known Fa|)ifts ,the aflaflinating of fome,6: pro- 
cufing Ac turning out of other Proteftant Magiftrates for doing 
their duties, the corru«ing of Witnefles, and forging- fataf crimes 
againft Proteftant Diuenters, the prefling and Admi^ioa of the 
Romiih Religion upon a Proteftant State , by perfons under a 
publick Charador fxom Etiglaatl; and as the Summ of all, A 
. ppp'ifti Influence upon the continuance or Prorogations of Parlia- 
mehts. And all tnis even during the malignity and helUlh ope- 
ration of aPoptih Plot upon us. I fay I cannot fee, how the 
necei&ry remembrance of thefe thin^ (efpecially when done' 
with all polfible decency and refped to the King") fhoukl ^e- 
ferve an hard thought, or jealous and fufpefted name , except 
you do believe, that our Lay-Title to our own thioats,oughtto 
give way to the Jtts ^ivinmn of die Papifts. 

Th. Well! but were thare not Arbitrary Orders made, for 
taking Perfoas into Cuftody , for matters that had no Relation 
to priviledges of Parliament, andftrangeillegal Votes, declaring 
divers eminent perfoos to be enemies to the State, without pro-' 
cefs of I^aw, (Mr hearing dieir defence, or having ai^&iroofs itiade 
againft them. , ;, 
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fn. I dtink il*5 sgteid On ttt hMld|^ tiitt t&d Hoitfb' of Cotn^^ 
fflons have Power to conunit «id oei^ttre fitch fts lliail o^ toy 

Violence or lajioy but to one of thek manual Servants: & ten- 
der i$ die genius of our Gbvemoientyof thePrtvilecJges otPoriiau 
inent, that it puts the punifbment of fi> fmall ind mnotean 
oiS^ce as this into ilieir own hands^ without faavii^ Recooife 
to the ordinary Courts of Juftipe: And csn you imagine , due 
they have not authority to puniih Crimes^ that ftrike at the ve> 
ly Root and Being of Parliaments themfetves,' And whedi^.ot|» 
wufting, violating and abhorring oUr undoubted R^g^^^ 
titioning for a Parliament ([at a time when j if ever ^ there wtt 
need ofone) did not dire(StIy look that way, I will kttveJiQN» 
yourfelf to judge. 

And as to the illegal Votes (as you are pleafed to eali &ett> 
againft fonie emiqpnt Perfoos, ^c. I pray Qod tlraie eoMoene 
perfons diemfelves have not drawn you in to fudi mi Ob^ef^on % 
lor pray Sir how^flsdl it be tried, whether a Vote ^eidier 
Houfe be Legal or lUegial in die coyrie of it % Certainly by ts^ 
ih^ but the Law and Courfe of Flailiameflrs, which imdi^ 
Favour, I think camoc be tietarminsd, defigted, ^ yuA^t/i 



by any other Court or Peribn out cf l^iliament whftea«(v 
if it di^iddf there would be a Circulation in our iPolky^ puiy^idk: 
Juflioe would run in a Wheel, and no caufe whatarer of diis m-^ 
turecould receive a fioaland ultimatedetermhiation, which Icii^ 
to be moi^dian an Anfwer to all your Objedions. Be^des in thii 
pardcular ea/e, the Houfe of Commons <dediat<ed thdr O^vmoik 
of thefe great men, m order tb Jir^ter proceedings, Ind they 
had time , and herein dvdr Vote Was but a Ground- work fi>^ ait 
Impea<:hmeQt, which would reeulai^ have buoug^t their Opi* 
nion into Judgmfeat, and I wootd wvHi^Iy bear a iKafon, why 
this fi^ft^ep tef the Proceis misht ^ be fmde without forijii 
|iiroQf^ the Houfe of Commons, m caibs ef ImpeadittMnt be!^ 
innafMi^^f Grand- Jnry of the Kingiioi;^, umich imiy !baV6 ia 
felf Evidence ,' and prelent and proceed upon mSMls ^i^l^i^ 
tfaieir own Knowledge. Tn. 



1^ 1SI|t «^ <»o yQii% (p the VoCesftgaioft Aaticipt^ 
of th^ Ret**f)tiei 

iP«, Milch aK>te than I thkilE fie fo (ayjst phdfent, and there- 
forte I fliatl only putyott io nM of tb9 r^ War with HoUani^ 
tod (tatute Wir with IPrmtss^ and d^firo you to coofider what 
]V%, Ohakm fidtt upoQ ^ Sul>^, as to the OccaTions of our 
paving or not Mving ParUaoieacs : But (nay Taffit remember, 
that you bare tied, your ielfup to vur^ aU ihelo thii^Sf as cauiM 
of thoDiiS^itfioas. tad I will at^ealto ^ meaof Convecfadoa 
then in tond^th la^etherthe lUcoeedtog Di/Sblution was not ge- 
tteaiXj. di^bottffi'd o^ and bdlisvedttuought&e whole To wn» 
before thftpaffiog thole Votes, which were i^iefly mtended ^s 
ftp Atguaient)topeffuadethe{kdngof a Fadiaoient, during me 
i>tflreu and liaawids of the Kii^edoni/ 

Tu. But how canyon juftifie their Votes^gait^ putting £he poc" 
nal-Laws inExecutton i^unft the I^roteftant Did&oters, whenasi 
<die Judged are bonad by their Oaths to execute the Laws, did 
tiiey not hereby a^nne to themfelves a Power cf fu^endii^ 

A<Saof Pariiaaiem^ 

Tit, Very wedl Sir! bytiiis,. and by Dtuj^erf eld's Endence. 
Idare ky £ight Peuiids a Weei^ I can ipell out your meanii^y 
"iiod— 

Tu. Wl^, how now Vupil, fure you don't chink I'm iir 
Sameft. 

iPx.- I know it, and yetthe bare mendonkigfuch 2ui Ob^edii*. 
en, during our {vefenc drcumftances: does naturally malos me- 
a little ierious ; and therefore |M:ay confider that the ible End of 
all our Laws, isthepublickgood, which chiefly confHts in the 
Enjoyment and Prefervatipn of our Qoverament, our Religion 
and Pronestiet, and that, there has been, and yet is an heUifb and 
damnable Plot contrived , and carryed.on by Papifts for the- 
fubverfion of them all If then it (U>es appear the ProttiRant 
DHTenters are a numerous Party in die Nation, and have all 
along made Headagainft the Confpirators to the Envy of thdr 
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Neighbours, and teftified their *al to the Proteftatit Religion 
and Detcftationof the Plot, atleaft equally to any other fort of 
men (for the truth of which, I dare appeal to the Common 
In^nuity qf all fober Chui^ch^men , and to the malice of the 
C#fpirators themfelves, who have put a particular mark of 
Honour upon their Integrity, by forging Sham plots and fob- 
orning falfe Witneflesagainltthem) Ifay if this bfe their cafe, 
where then is their Crime, or rather how great was the wifdom, 
I had almoft faid Gratitude , of theHoufe of Commons in Vot-^ 
ing— -That it is their Opinion, that the profecuting Proteftairf 
Diflenters upon the poenal Statutes, is at this time grieVoiK to 
the Subjed, an Encouragement to Popery, and I^tigeaous to the 
Peace of the Kingdom. And we all know, that moft of thefe cut- 
ting La ws, were either new made, or fcour 'd up and furbifhed at « 
time when it was natural to pafs from one extrejm to another ; 
but however the Reafbn of a Law ceafing, is vertually a Repeat 
of the Law itfelf, & yet the Houfe 6f Commons werefo modeft . 
^as barely to declare theirOpinion pro Tempare^till a legalProvifiorf 
might be made for Proteftant Diflenters in a Regular and Formal 
jway : its plain they did not pretend by their /ingle Vote to alter ^ f 
ijie Laws, for if they had, why then did they bring in a Bilf ) 
for Repealing the 3 jth of Elizabeth , which pafling both Houles^^ 
was after wairds carefully loft, left fo precious a Jewel might be ' 
wanting upon occafion ? But if State-Oaths do critically oblige* 
all that havet^ken them, officioufly to execute whatever Laws 
arc in being, and at all times, without any regard to the good <5ff> 
evil that may. enfiie, I can neither fee how Proclamations to pat- 
particular Laws in Execution came iirft in ufe, nor fufficiently ad- ■ 
mire the good Fortune of pcrfojis Reconciled to the Church df 
Rome^ and oi Englijh Ptidis and Jefiiits amongft fo many Laws- 
tliat call them Traitors. 

Tu. No more of that I bcfeech you ; lct*snow come to the 
ihort Liv'd Parliament here ^ Oxford^ at the beginning of 
which, the Houfes were Advifcd,to make the Laws 6f the Land; 
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their Rt^e, as the KiBg>V9ls Refolvedtheyftoukl beHis ;ikiidLi- . 
[ hcrty was glvta them to put the AdminUhratiob c£ the Oovera^ * 
[ meat into proteftant hancki in cafe the Grown ihould deicend up- ^ 
on a Popifli Prince ; and yet the Commons co^d not fodbear ; 
^ fallii^ upon thip Succeflion, tiiough the King had told them his 
pkaiure in that matter bdforehaiid r 

Tu. If Parliaments in dieir Legtilative capacity, were lb 
I Tyed up to the Laws in being, as not to have power to Repeal 
; any Old|0r make any New oacs,how came we tolmve any Ads^: 
; of Parliament at all ? or how could they provide fuitable Reme* - 
I dies for the Occurrences that hapjpen in every Age, which was^ 
-. I one main eodof their Inftitutionf It's true indeeo, the executive 
! power of the King is Relbrainedto Laws already made, as is evi- 
dent Vi Termini ; &ix there cannot bean execution of what has ^ 
; not an Adual Biifteoce^ and I am^ confident this Legal trourfe ^ 
: will. a$ long Run be moft for His Majeftieis fervice, whatever 

• Ibme-fiankers may have fuggefted to the contrary, iince the 
I Glutting up of the Exchequer. As tothe matter of the Succeffion, 

I fball fay the lefs, becaufe more ha^ be«n faid already both with- 

I \ji and without doors^ than any one hitherto has bean j^fed to 

i anfw^^ and if upon )u()t groutfdi, the Parliament has power 

"IrT^Legiflative way, to Attaint any Subjeft whatfoeverof Trea- 

ibn (which curs off the Man and Inheritance at one blow) their 
! mercy fure in fparing you Life, cannot be thought an excels of 

* their power ; and that the IX/. fucceeding to the Crown in an 
oidiaarywayi is incoplid^snt with the welfare of the Nation, is 
even qonfeft by the ppppfers of the Bill, by their pretending to- 
an £x^^iMir, which as it was propofed> in my poor Opinion, is 
the greateft lliddle in the world. For the giving a folitary and- 

I empty Nameof King to one man, and placing the Execution of 
j the Kir^ly Power in the hands of another, does not only divide 
I the Oflice fi;om the perfon, and confequently Revive that de- 
- crycd deftinftion,betweenthe Natural and Politick Capacity, but 
. ftrikcs at ^e. vtry Being of Monarchy it felf. For it the naked 
i . - ^ Sti'e 
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ontfayaadsll tils Autboiay w Ponrer may be tnoBfiited to am 
oe^ hand, by coafeqoence tfaOTony to nore than qne, or ^, 
nai^.huNb, wfaereby yon nliayv^u«a Monarchy in Nape, ixc; 
iaifimft uid Redtty;»fa AriftotrassrorCofimioii-iveakhi and 10^*^ 
die Expedient becomes Feio Je jfiiUhA^&sfiflukti diat Qovera-; 
nitatit precendstefoppoit, ,, 

. J&. Mas floor Monfieor Esfedi^ ! why, hatkyou Pupft^ 
«l|NAander uiodd thiak y<m faund me to imke do)edk^ oii 
Dwpofe thai yttu tn^ anfwerthem; bat what % you to ifae 
€u6n0&«if FiAs ^tfmf, and difig^id&eat of file tiouici about 
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J^ Ay^tbebttfiadaof Fi»e/fMT^,T[it»r! kmiSSe ixktk. 
m£,oBm yon mtdk afxe^iMtifldeed, ^hi^ jghras foe Jimoc- 
a^&niix>c^erve ind adore liie bomdlefi mercy and~goodne& 
cf AfaiM^i^r<Sod> iioc^y in ghrii^ uraroing to ^bis irasuS asid 
iogtatt!^ iWoo, «f a DamcteiSe Po^Plot a^aioft it, but idlb^ 
19 cMiyiag OB die I^»vefy frdm TiaBetoTime, to tbe con- 
vJOnm ot' Infidili^ it 6A^ and etonal Rgproadi of ail due 
Sower tiod Artifioe^ that have been made life of to conoeal and. 
fvjpjfnfsit And nowackft in #uls bufine&of ^i/x HarriSy ,we 
ha«t (» it «^re) one Hi^ fiom ^ Dead, to Preach hahiet^ 
Infidels. A known Pap^ comes in, and tdifs us he can no longer 
bear t^ Burden of his own Guilty Knowledge, and is thereKx<e 
fbsdd fDcoBlel&, that what die Proreftant Witnefies have &id,is- 
Trae,«nd ^tSk ^mmd-BuryGti^eywiS Murdered by Pa- 
fdfts. That the i)«tff|' War, wA Buck he^tb Army had an ill 
i&pt& upon the Frotelftaiit Intereft .* He tdls us of great prepara^ 
nam of men and money in Fordn puts, to carry €stk tbiscuded 
Befign : And that Amte^Iadors from abroad, and Perfmis of the 
&rft Rank of Sub^eds here at hom^ ere engaged in theCcnj^ird* 
ey^ and who knows but a prudent management of fuch ia Witnefe, 
might produce a Difcovery of yet iugter Importance ; therefore 
the Kot^ofCommons thought £( totaketheCai^ of///ai%rm 
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